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remodel Saws ton or reject it. In a short time it was over.
Nothing had happened either in Sawston or within himself.
He had shocked half a dozen people, squabbled with his sister,
and bickered with his mother. He concluded that nothing could
hippen, not knowing that human love and love of truth some-
times conquer where love of beauty fails.
Yet this unpromising character is, in a way, the hero of
the book. One of its chief themes is the development of
this undeveloped heart by contact with a different kind of
Italy where human love is more emphatic than beauty and
where there is a difference between statues and beggars.
His experience is shared and partly shaped by another
character who is, though in a different way, between the
two worlds. This is Miss Caroline Abbott, a young and
respectable Sawston girl. She again is transformed by
Italy, and again this transformation takes place in two
stages.
The Italian world is represented chiefly by the character
of Gino, the son of a dentist in a small Italian town. He is
good-looking, good-natured, normal in his appetites,
totally conventional, but conventional in a Latin rather than
in an English middle-class manner.
The two worlds are brought into contact by the visit to
Italy of Lilia, Mrs. Herriton's daughter-in-law, whose
husband has died. Lilia is a silly, though rather pathetic
woman. Of her it is said that her * one qualification for
life was rather blowsy high spirits, which turned boisterous
or querulous according to circumstancesJ. She has been
thoroughly persecuted by her mother-in-law (all with the
best intentions), and she is happy to be having a holiday
in Italy, chaperoned by Miss Abbott.
In Italy she falls in love with Gino and marries him. The
Herritons only hear of an engagement and Philip is sent to
investigate. Naturally he regards the match as unsuitable.
In fact he cannot imagine that dentists can exist in a country
which to him is a kind of fairyland, a compost of ancient
Rome, the middle ages and the Renaissance. He offers